
Meeting of the
Rural and Communities 
Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee

Thursday, 13 June 2019, 2.00 pm

Committee Members present

Councillor Harrish Bisnauthsing
Councillor Mike Exton
Councillor Jan Hansen
Councillor Ian Stokes
Councillor Sarah Trotter (Vice-Chairman)
Councillor Linda Wootten
Councillor Ray Wootten (Chairman)

Officers Other Members present

Assistant Director Resource (Richard Wyles)
Assistant Chief Executive Housing (Ken Lyon)
Democratic Officer (Lucy Bonshor)

Councillor Paul Wood

1. Membership

The Chairman invited all those present to give a brief introduction.

The Committee were then notified that Councillor Bisnauthsing was 
substituting for Councillor Wheeler and Councillor Linda Wootten was 
substituting for Councillor Kaberry-Brown.

2. Apologies

An apology for absence had been received from the Cabinet Member for 
Communities, Health and Wellbeing, Councillor Reid who had a previous 
engagement.

3. Disclosure of Interest

None disclosed.



4. Consideration of the Remit and Work Programme of the Rural and 
Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee

The Chairman wished to place on record his thanks to the previous Chairman 
of the Rural Overview and Scrutiny Committee Bob Sampson.

The Chairman circulated to Members of the Committee a list which showed 
the remit of the Cabinet Member for Communities, Health and Wellbeing and 
the Cabinet Member for Housing.  He also wanted to add the delivery of street 
cleansing in rural areas, loneliness, leisure provision for rural areas and 
refuse.

One Member asked if a paper could be submitted to a future meeting of the 
Committee on the turnaround of properties.

Another Member referred to the reduction in Post Offices in rural areas 
together with the lack of cash points and bus routes.  Would it be possible to 
ask someone in to speak on these subjects?  

A further comment was made about the merging of three doctor’s surgeries in 
Stamford and the problems this was causing.  The Chairman indicated that 
that he would contact the Chief Executive Officer for the North West Anglian 
Trust to see what was happening. He also advised that Councillor Brailsford 
was the Lincolnshire County Councillor who sat on the Trust Board.

The issue of reduced services for rural villages was again raised particularly in 
relation to lack of bus services.  Visits to particular areas in the district had 
been undertaken under the Rural OSC and it was suggested that this be 
continued.  The Chairman indicated that if a topic was specific to a certain 
area then looking to visit that area would be considered.

Housing management was another item raised especially in connection to 
Liberty Gas and their attitudes.  The Chairman of the Governance and Audit 
Committee informed the Committee that a verbal update would be given at the 
next meeting of the Governance and Audit Committee and it was confirmed 
that a report on frozen condensate pipes was due to come to next meeting of 
Rural and Communities Committee.    Reference was also made to the 
Cabinet Forward Plan and items that maybe of interest to the Committee to 
scrutinize in the future.

Following the suggestions made by the Committee the Chairman suggested 
that he and the Assistant Chief Executive Housing compile a draft work 
programme and circulate it with the next agenda. 

 Action Note

The Chairman to meet with the Assistant Chief Executive Housing to 
compile a draft work programme for circulation with the next agenda.



5. Crowd Funding

Members had been circulated with a report on Crowd Funding.  Crowd 
Funding had most commonly been seen for small business start-ups rather 
than civic initiatives however there was now an opportunity to utilize this 
funding approach for community ventures.  This had been very successful in 
urban areas such as Manchester, Dorset, Liverpool and Plymouth who had 
seen funding available for community –based projects extended up to 300%.   

The Council currently awarded a budget to Lincolnshire Community and 
Voluntary Service (CVS) to administer a community fund for the district.  The 
Community Fund provided grants up to £10,000 for community initiatives and 
had a very positive impact on communities.  Crowd Funding was a different 
initiative but one which would complement the Community Fund.  It was noted 
that a review of the Community Fund should be included as a future work 
programme item for the Committee.

Action Note

Include the Community Fund as a work programme item.

The online platform called Spacehive had provided Crowd funding services to 
civic and community initiatives for eight years, another established site was 
kickstarter.com but that was more in relation to entrepreneurs.   Spacehive 
was backed by a number of national enterprises who provided additional 
funding to support community initiatives.  Spacehive would go into 
communities to promote initiatives using on community based projects, 
workshops and focus groups.  Stakeholder groups would look at funding 
proposals and if worthy of support forward the initiative to the Spacehive 
platform.    A fictitious example was given to the Committee of how crowd 
funding could be used to help place shaping which would benefit businesses.   
The funding being asked to be released by the Governance and Audit 
Committee was £30k, which was made up of £10k to access the platform and 
£20k to be used for the community engagement to stimulate schemes working 
in focus groups and taking project sponsors.  There were two rounds during a 
year to promote the interests registered.  The contract was a three year rolling 
contract and the Assistant Director Resources stressed that a complete legal 
assessment would be made before a contract was entered into.  This would 
be the first time that crowd funding had been undertaken in a rural area which 
was why it was proposed that a one year pilot scheme be considered.  A 
review was proposed to take place after nine months to see if the initiative 
was successful.  A review at this time would enable notice to be given if it was 
not successful.

The recommendation before the Committee was for the Committee to 
recommend to the Government and Audit Committee to make an allocation of 
£30k from year end balances to fund the Spacehive platform and that a further 
allocation of £70k be made from year end balances to contribute towards 



community interest ventures through the Spacehive platform.  A Non Key 
would be made to enter into a contract with Spacehive subject to the funding 
being released.

A discussion followed about how the fund would work and what evidence was 
available that this was needed at this time.  The Assistant Director Resources 
indicated that there was no hard evidence but it captured a layer of funding 
that did not have a financial cap which the Community Fund had.  Crowd 
funding was on a larger scale than the Community Fund which was more 
based on refurbishing a village hall.  

Buy into any initiative would be open to anyone whether that was a business 
or an individual in the street.   The proposed review would see where the level 
of interest rested and whether or not they were skewed to certain sectors.

One Member did express concern that previous Crowd Funding had taken 
place in large cities or metropolitan areas not small rural areas.   It was agreed 
that only large urban areas had benefitted, but South Kesteven would be the 
first one to embrace the initiative at a more rural level.  Only time would tell in 
relation to the impact and scale of the initiatives brought forward under the 
Spacehive platform which was why a pilot was being proposed.

Success rates were then discussed and it was confirmed that Spacehive did 
have a proven track record working with Local Authorities.  Further discussion 
followed in relation to examples of initiatives, the contract timeframe and that 
the four main towns were more of a target rather than the villages.  It was 
stressed that if Members decided to go down the route of Spacehive then the 
review would look at the types of initiatives put forward for funding.

Further discussion on the location and funding followed and the Assistant 
Director Resources indicated that the proposal was for a one year pilot 
scheme with the right to reserve to terminate the contract after nine months 
after the launch of the scheme to give the three months required notice from 
the date of the scheme launch.  Clarity on the legalities would be looked at 
before any contract was entered into.

Mention was made of having the contract for two years but it was felt that a 
one year pilot would give a natural trajectory of whether it was working or not.  
The recommendation contained within the report was moved and seconded 
and agreed.

Recommendation to the Governance and Audit Committee

The Rural and Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
recommends that the Governance and Audit Committee make an 
allocation of £30k from year end balances to fund the Spacehive 
platform and that a further allocation of £70k is made from year end 



balances to contribute towards community interest ventures through the 
Spacehive platform.

6. Close of meeting

The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting 
at 14:58pm.


